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REVIEWS OF ‘AFTER COVID-19: IS LIVERPOOL STILL BEYOND OR BACK ON THE BRINK?’ 
 
I agree with you that this is not 'the 1980s'.  There has been too much rebirth since then and, 
above all, local leadership is much more evident and impressive.  That said we are facing 
difficult times and I look forward to the local plan.  That, in itself, would not have happened 
in 1980. Lord Michael Heseltine 
 
This is timely and highlights the issues and many of the possible remedies. I agree with you 
that the city leadership now is more likely to recognise the threat and make wiser choices 
than was the case thirty years ago. Your report will provide them with valuable guidance.  
Sir Terry Leahy 
 
This is a very welcome contribution to the debate the city is having on how best to maximise 
Liverpool’s key strengths to kick start the econo0my after the Covid-lockdown. Michael’s 
analysis is spot on. Joe Anderson, Mayor of Liverpool  
 
 This is excellent. We need the equivalent for Sheffield. I strongly support the production of 
Economic Recovery Plans. These can’t just pick up where they left off pre COVID but need to 
be a fundamental reappraisal of the task. Lord Robert Kerslake  
 
Fascinating stuff, and really well-written as always. Peter Moore, CEO Liverpool Football 
Club 
 
It was, as ever, a fascinating read and filled with thought-provoking insights and written with 
your usual panache. There is lots in here that I agree with and even more for us to ponder on, 
particularly on your reflections on the role of central government. Stephen Jones, Co-Director, 
Cities and Local Growth Unit, BEIS/CHLG 
 
I really liked this report. Tony Reeves, Chief Executive, Liverpool City Council 
 
The Project Greyhound team at Liverpool City Council think this is great - and a great context 
and complement to our recovery proposals. The final section is a good summary of the spirit 
and content of what we have worked on for the Greyhound submission. I love the Make No 
Little Plans final paragraph – absolutely the right message for me. Martin Thompson, Head 
of Policy, Chief Executive’s Office, Liverpool City Council 
 
A really good paper. I enjoyed reading it. Colin Sinclair, CEO, KQ Liverpool & Sciontec 
Liverpool 
 
‘It’s really great.’ Claire McColgan, Director, Culture Liverpool 
 
This is brilliant. It will be the flagship of the Heseltine Institute’s COVID -19 Briefing Papers.  
Professor Mark Boyle, Director, Heseltine Institute 
 
I think the paper is excellent. To my eyes it balances Liverpool’s vulnerability with its great 
potential and track record, and pairs a set of problems with clear solutions and 
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opportunities. In doing so it provides hope and clarity about a way forward, which is more 
than welcome at this time.  
Tim Seamans, Director External Affairs, University of Liverpool 

Enlightening and brilliantly written. Camilla Mankabady, Director of Communications, 
Liverpool City Council 

This is excellent – a magisterial tour de force. It has the right blend of observation, analysis 
and prescription, rightly leaving it to others to produce a Recovery Plan. The closing sections 
provide a perfect ending and an appropriate challenge to the city’s leaders. Universities were 
once described as the ‘critics and conscience of society’. You have exemplified that here. You 
have asked the right questions and done the city proud!! John Flamson, Heseltine Institute 
Fellow 

As ever a great read and really well put together. Brilliant. Think you’ve captured it perfectly. 
Mark Basnett, Managing Director, LCR LEP and Growth Company 
 
You have balanced the challenge/optimism issue in a credible and coherent way.  I thought 
your analysis was pretty sober and sobering. I especially like the notion of the ‘civic obligation 
– to offer hope’. Peter Bounds, former Chief Executive, Liverpool City Council  

I really enjoyed this - it had some great insights which tie in nicely with the latest City Growth 
Plan. Steve Warburton, Chief Executive, Liverpool University Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust 

This very insightful, comprehensive and timely observation is positioned perfectly as an 
epilogue to Beyond the Brink while also serving as a prologue to the economic and other 
post-pandemic challenges the city region faces. A “must-read” analysis, highlighting risks 
and opportunities. Ged Fitzgerald, former Chief Executive, Liverpool City Council 
 
The report looks great- typically readable, clear and balanced. Michael Eakin, Chief Executive, 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
 
I think it reads very well and is insightful in holding up a mirror to the past – what went well, 
but also what went wrong and we have learnt. I think it’s extremely balanced and provides 
an outline of what we need to do next, focusing on opportunities. Martin Farran, Director 
Adult Care and health, Liverpool City Council 
 
I think the report’s great. The current BLM protests really speak to some of the things you say 
about rising inequality and the potential for unrest when the inevitable recession hits us. Helen 
Legg, Director, Tate Liverpool 
 
A really good read and very well balanced. Professor Philip McCann, University of Sheffield 
 
Thought provoking as ever! Relationships with central government are crucial during this 
period and like you I would welcome greater devolution to ensure that we “make no little 
plans.” Andy Cooke, Chief Constable, Merseyside Police 
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