
An introduction to creating a 
Civic University Agreement:
University of Manchester



This presentation includes the slides shared at the CUN webinar 
‘Developing a Civic Agreement’ on December 8th 2020.

It also includes links to key documents and resources created by the 
University of Manchester team, and the questions and answers 
shared in chat during the event.

You can access a write up of the full event on the Civic University 
Network Members’ Area.

This includes links to the presentations by three other civic 
partnerships: Nottingham Trent University; the University of Keele; 
and the Universities of Glasgow and Strathclyde.

http://www.civicuniversitynetwork.com/


The University of Manchester website includes links to useful resources about 
its civic engagement and social responsibility activity:

University of Manchester



Sanowar Khan: I would appreciate some 

comments about any changes in the 

management structure and governance at 

the university, faculty/school, 

departmental, etc. levels to develop, 

deliver, monitor and resource civic 

activities set out by the university.

As The University of Manchester already has social responsibility and civic engagement as part of its core mission the human resource 

has come from within the central team. A new role which will, in part, focus on the ‘civic agenda’ will be created in 2021 and report to 

the University’s Director of Social Responsibility. Some of the initial set up and analysis has come from Research England funds designed 

to enhance local policy impact. As we develop our partnership we recognise there will be additional ‘non-pay’ resources required. 

Neil Clatworthy #2: What work are you 

doing with the other HEIs in GM - Salford, 

RNCM, Bolton to name three?

At the time of writing MMU, Salford and RNCM have agreed to work collaboratively on a shared CUA.  

Andy Mycock: West Yorkshire HEIs have set 

up the regional PERN academic network 

which is working with the Combined 

Authority. it is hoped to scale this up 

Julian, it would be good to discuss 

developments in Greater Manchester 

https://yorkshireuniversities.ac.uk/place-

based-economic-recovery-network/

Julian Skyrme: thanks Andy, really helpful and we should speak, yes

Questions & Answers This table includes the questions and answers shared in chat during the webinar
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Towards a civic university 
agreement

• ‘Outside in’ V ‘Inside Out’ 

• Levelling up our impact and influence: specific to strategic

• Rigorous analysis of local needs: from leaders to citizens

• What is our ‘place’ – Greater Manchester as a place of two 

cities and fifty-one towns

• What are the objectives for our place and how do these map 

onto our ‘natural’ capabilities? 

• Can we achieve more in partnership? Avoiding duplication

• Partnership with Manchester Metropolitan University

• Coronavirus

• Commissioning of Public First to support our work



Agreed a suite of work during 2020/21 in partnership with Manchester Metropolitan University

1. Public: What do the public want from and value from their local universities? 

(Survey of 1,000 residents – 100 across each of 10 local authorities – designed with input 

from Public First)

2. Strategy: What are the priorities to enhance the quality of life in Greater Manchester? 

(Structured input from leaders across Greater Manchester: Workshops / Townhalls)

3. Universities: what are our strengths and existing/future contributions? 

(Mapping of current impacts and plans)

Workplan for 2021



Public 
wants

Strategic 
needs

University 
priorities





Get in touch

julian.skyrme@manchester.ac.uk

Director of Social Responsibility

www.socialresponsibility.manchester.ac.uk
M2371 01.19

mailto:julian.skyrme@manchester.ac.uk
http://www.socialresponsibility.manchester.ac.uk/



